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BIDDLES  LTD.,  PRINTERS,  GUILDFORD. 


REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


This  annual  survey  of  the  health  conditions  on  the  Island  presents  no  unusual  features  apart  from  the  fact 
that  some  15  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  occurred  during  the  year  at  a time  when  other  areas  in  the  country  were 
having  more  than  their  average  number.  • 


Shortage  of  water  during  the  summer  season  and  the  autumn  was  experienced  in  the  two  most  populous 
centres  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  measures  being  taken  by  the  Newport  and  Ryde  Borough  Councils  will  be  effective 
in  providing  a satisfactory  supply  even  in  times  of  drought.  This  is  obviously  of  importance  if  the  Island  is  to 
continue  to  attract  summer  visitors. 


No  mention  is  made  in  this  report  of  the  work  done  in  connection  with  Air  Raid  Precautions  casualty  services 
but  this  has  occupied  a lot  of  time  and  has  imposed  a heavy  strain  on  the  staff  of  this  department. 


County  Hall, 

Newport,  I.W. 

fune,  1939. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  FAIRLEY. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


(a)  Medical.  (1)  Whole  time. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  School 
Medical  Officer  ...  ...  •••  

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  (including  tuberculosis,'! 
maternity  and  child  welfare,  and  school  medical  I 
services)  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  various  i 
districts  J 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  (mainly  maternity  and 
child  welfare,  and  school  medical  services) 

Dental  Surgeon  (schools  and  maternity  and  child  welfare 
services) 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeon  (joint  appointment  with  New- 
port Borough  Education  Authority)  

(2)  Part  time. 

Medical  Officer,  Parkhurst  Institution  and  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  


James  Fairley,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

W.  Semple  Wallace,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Deputy  County  Medical  Officer). 

Hayward  Carpenter,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C  P 
' D.P.H. 

Hilda  Linford,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.M. 

Leslie  M.  Cartwright,  L.D.S. 

Miss  F.  D.  Cooper,  L.D.S. 


Clement  K.  Sylvester,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


The  following  are  District  Medical  Officers  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts  and  Public  Vaccinators  : — 


Brading  District 
Carisbrooke  „ 

Cowes  ,, 

Godshill  ,, 

Ryde  ,, 

North  Shorwell  District 
South  Shorwell  ,, 

Newport,  South  Arre- 
ton  and  Whipping- 
ham  Districts 
Yarmouth  District 


H.  W.  Good,  M.B. 

Arthur  A.  Straton,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S. 
Arthur  E.  Hay,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

James  Bruce  Williamson,  M.A.,  L.M.S.S.A,  F.R.Met.Soc.,  F.R.A.S. 
Thomas  Sim,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Aubrey  Alex.  Heathcote,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Leslie  Way,  D.S.O.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Stanley  Foster,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 

Harold  Y.  Mansfield,  B.A.,  M.D.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


(b)  Others.  (1) 

Whole  time. 

Dental  Attendant 

...  Miss  F.  Willis,  S.R.N. 

(2) 

Part  time. 

Public  Analyst 

...  S.  Emsley,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.  (Public  Analyst  to 
Southampton  County  Borough). 

Deputy  Public  Analyst 

...  R.  Wattridge,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  A.I.C.,  F.I.C. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 

...  The  nurses  of  20  various  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tions. 

Table  I. — General  Statistics. 


Sanitary  Authority 

Area 
in  Acres 

Population 
at  1931 
Census 

* 

Registrar 
General’s 
Estimate  of 
Population 
for  1938 

Structurally 
Separate 
Dwellings 
occupied  at 
1931  Census 

* 

Number  of 
Families  or 
Separate 
Occupiers 
1931  Census 

* 

Number  of 
Inhabited 
Houses 
(end  1938) 
according  to 
rate  books 

Rateable 

Value 

up  till  April, 
1939 

Estimated 
Product  of 

Id.  Rate, 
1938-39 

I.W.  Rural  District  (1)  ... 

58127 

16538 

15740 

4472 

4533 

5434 

108653 

429 

Cowes  U.D.  (1)  

5542 

16022 

15440 

4246 

4419 

4578 

106064 

380 

Newport  M.B.  (1)  

15530 

18864 

19970 

4274 

4397 

5133 

129745 

495 

Ryde  M.B.  (2)  

7876 

18472 

17740 

5056 

5210 

5580 

146462 

545 

Sandown-Shanklin  U.D.  (2) 

3509 

11615 

10930 

2740 

2839 

4397 

137998 

530 

Ventnor  U.D.  (2) 

3562 

6943 

5930 

1712 

1750 

2318 

64882 

238 

Whole  County 

94146 

88454 

85750 

22500 

23148 

27440 

693804 

2617 

(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  W.  S.  Wallace. 

(2)  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Hayward  Carpenter. 

♦Allowance  has  been  made  in  these  figures  for  the  alteration  in  local  government  areas  which  became  operative 
on  1st  April,  1933. 
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The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  at  mid-year  was  85,750,  which  is  60  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  estimated  increases  have  been  in  Newport  140,  Cowes  60,  Sandown-Shanklin  30  and  Rural 
District  10  : and  the  decreases  in  Ventnor  130  and  Ryde  50. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Table  II. — Vital  Statistics  of  all  Districts — 1938. 


AREA 

Rural 

District 

Cowes 

Newport 

Ryde 

Sandown- 

Shanklin 

Ventnor 

Whole 

County 

England  and 
Wales  : 

Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Birth-rate  per  1000  popula- 

tion  

12-3 

14-8 

150 

12-7 

10-7 

10-8 

131 

15-1 

No.  of  Live  Births 

193 

229 

299 

225 

117 

64 

1127 

Males 

101 

122 

158 

119 

68 

23 

591 

Females  ... 

92 

107 

141 

106 

49 

41 

536 

Legitimate:  Males  ... 

95 

116 

152 

110 

66 

22 

561 

Females 

87 

102 

134 

98 

49 

39 

509 

Illegitimate:  Males  ... 

6 

6 

6 

9 

2 

1 

30 

Females 

5 

5 

7 

8 

— 

2 

27 

No.  of  Stillbirths  ... 

9 

7 

17 

16 

2 

— 

51 

Males 

7 

4 

11 

12 

— 

— 

34 

Females  ... 

2 

3 

6 

4 

2 

— 

17 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  

44-6 

29-7 

53-8 

66-4 

16-8 

— 

43-3 

Legitimate  : Males 

6 

4 

10 

11 

— 

— 

31 

Females 

2 

3 

6 

4 

2 

— 

17 

Illegitimate  : Males 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  No.  of  Deaths 

213 

201 

238 

294 

144 

123 

1213 

Males 

116 

109 

120 

123 

71 

58 

597 

Females  ... 

97 

92 

118 

171 

73 

65 

616 

Crude  death-rate  per  1000 

13-5 

130 

11-9 

16-6 

13-2 

20-7 

14-1 

11*6 

Comparative  factor 

0-73 

0-79 

0-81 

0-69 

0-73 

0-71 

0-75 

Comparative  death-rate  ... 

9-8 

10-3 

9-6 

11-4 

9-6 

14-7 

10-6 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 

age  per  1000  live  births 

36-3 

26-2 

43-5 

26-7 

25-6 

31-3 

32-8 

53-0 

Total  Infant  Deaths 

7 

6 

13 

6 

3 

2 

37 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Legitimate  : 

4 

5 

12 

6 

3 

2 

32 

Males 

3 

3 

8 

4 

2 

1 

21 

Females 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

11 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Illegitimate  : 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Males 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Females  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Number  of  Women  dying  or  in 
consequence  of  child  birth — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0-86 

(b)  From  other  causes 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2-11 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

004 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0-03 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  En- 

teritis  (under  2 years  of  age)  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5-5 

Population — 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  ... 

15740 

15440 

19970 

17740 

10930 

5930 

85750 
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Table  III. — Causes  of  Deaths  in  the  Administrative  County  during  the  Year  1938,  Relating  to 

Civilians  only,  at  Different  Periods  of  Life. 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Ages 

0 

I 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  to  24 

25  to  44 

45  to  64 

65  to  74 

75  & over 

All  Causes 

1213 

37 

6 

6 

22 

24 

78 

281 

309 

450 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles  

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Influenza  

21 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

5 

4 

7 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

41 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

15 

11 

3 

2 

10. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

— 

— 

11. 

Syphilis  ...  ...  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 
Tabes  Dorsalis 

2 



_ 



_ 

2 

13. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

207 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

79 

62 

57 

14. 

Diabetes  

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

6 

4 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

94 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

25 

52 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

350 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

7 

66 

117 

158 

17. 

Aneurysm  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

18. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

61 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

20 

33 

19. 

Bronchitis  ... 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

4 

18 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

44 

6 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

9 

8 

10 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

• 2 

5 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

10 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

24. 

Appendicitis  

15 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

4 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

26. 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

2 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

25 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

11 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

12 

5 

13 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 
tion, Premature  Birth,  etc. 

22 

22 

32. 

Senility 

49 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

45 

33. 

Suicide 

10 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

1 

34. 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

24 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

3 

5 

3 

6 

35. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

97 

3 

1 

1 

7 

5 

10 

18 

35 

17 

36. 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

The  total  births  on  the  Island  numbered  1,178  (1,095),  of  which  51  (38)  were  still  births,  so  the  still  birth- 
rate was  43-3  per  1 ,000  total  births  compared  with  32-8  and  39-9  in  the  two  previous  years.  The  still  birth-rate 
in  England  and  Wales  was  39  in  1937.  The  live  birth-rate  on  the  Island,  when  calculated  per  1,000  crude  popu- 
lation, was  13-1,  as  against  15-1  in  England  and  Wales,  and  the  still  birth-rate  was  0-59  compared  with  0-60  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  live  births  numbered  68  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  591  boys  were  born  and  536 
girls,  i.e.  an  excess  of  55  boys,  but  9 more  infant  boys  died  than  girls.  Thirty-seven  infants  died  in  their  first 
year  of  life  (38),  so  the  infant  mortality  was  32-8  per  1 ,000  live  births  (35-8),  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being 
53-0.  Of  the  37  deaths,  32  were  of  legitimate  infants,  i.e.  at  the  rate  of  29-9  per  1,000  legitimate  births  and  5 were 
of  illegitimate  infants,  which  among  57  illegitimate  births  gives  a death  rate  of  87-7  per  1,000  illegitimate  births. 
(In  the  previous  year  57  illegitimate  infants  were  born  and  four  died).  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  to 
total  births  (live  and  still)  was  5-0  per  cent.  (5-6). 

Twenty-two  of  the  infants’  deaths  were  ascribed  to  causes  which  were  in  operation  before  birth,  such  as 
congenital  debility,  prematurity,  etc.  ; one  was  due  to  measles  and  one  to  whooping  cough  ; six  to  pneumonia  ; 
three  to  diarrhoea,  and  one  to  other  disease  of  the  digestive  system,  and  three  to  other  causes. 
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Table  IV. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Districts  during  the  Year  1938, 
Relating  to  Civilians  Only  of  All  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death 

Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural 

Cowes 

Newport 

Ryde 

Sandown- 

Shanklin 

Ventnor 

TOTALS 

All  Causes  ...  ...  

213 

201 

238 

294 

144 

123 

1213 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles  ...  

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria... 

■ — ■ 

— 

1 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

1 

6. 

Influenza  ... 

5 

6 

6 

4 

— 

— 

21 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

8. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

10 

4 

10 

4 

10 

41 

10. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

— ■ 

— 

4 

2 

1 

9 

11. 

Syphilis  ...  

2 

— - 

• — • 

2 

— 

• — ■ 

4 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

13. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

35 

36 

37 

50 

28 

21 

207 

14. 

Diabetes  ... 

4 

3 

2 

4 

2 

1 

16 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  

12 

15 

23 

29 

10 

5 

94 

16. 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  

72 

56 

62 

82 

40 

38 

350 

17. 

Aneurysm  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

18. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  

10 

8 

12 

15 

10 

6 

61 

19. 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

3 

6 

10 

3 

3 

27 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  

9 

5 

12 

8 

5 

5 

44 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  

1 

4 

3 

5 

4 

2 

19 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

24. 

Appendicitis 

3 

1 

3 

6 

2 

— 

15 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

26. 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

3 

1 

— 

3 

— 

2 

9 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

6 

6 

2 

5 

6 

7 

32 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

5 

7 

6 

6 

6 

4 

34 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

31. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Premature 
Birth,  etc. 

3 

4 

7 

5 

1 

2 

22 

32. 

Senility 

8 

5 

19 

12 

4 

1 

49 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

10 

34. 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

6 

4 

5 

5 

1 

3 

24 

35. 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

16 

16 

19 

23 

13 

10 

97 

36. 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Heading  35  includes  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  one  each  in  Newport,  Ryde  and  Ventnor. 


There  were  1,213  deaths  during  the  year  (1 ,266)  and  these  outnumbered  the  live  births  by  86,  so  the  natural 
decrease  of  the  population  was  10  per  1,000.  (In  the  previous  year  the  decrease  of  the  population  was  2-4  per 
1,000,  with  an  excess  of  207  deaths  over  births.)  The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  11-6  and  the  crude 
death-rate  for  the  Island  was  14-1  per  1,000  population,  but  when  allowance  is  made  for  the  differences  in  the  local 
population  the  comparative  figure  for  the  Island  is  10-6.  The  deaths  of  persons  over  64  years  of  age  numbered 
759  (820)  and  constituted  62-6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  (64-7).  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system 
caused  506  deaths  and  the  deaths  from  cancer  numbered  207,  compared  with  179,  168  and  148  in  the  three  previous 
years.  Influenza  caused  21  deaths  (47)  and  76  were  caused  by  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  other  respiratory 
diseases  (87).  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  caused  41  deaths  (34),  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
9 (8).  Ten  were  due  to  suicide  (16)  and  24  to  other  forms  of  violence  (32).  Diabetes  caused  16  deaths  (23). 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

No  material  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  health  services  provided  in  the  Island. 

National  Health  Insurance. — The  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Insurance 
Committee’s  Register  in  1938  averaged  34,128  against  32,854  in  1937  and  31,928  in  1936. 

Local  Government  Act,  1929. — As  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the  scheme  under  which  patients 
requiring  hospital  treatment  were  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  through  the  Public  Health  Committee  was 
discontinued  as  from  the  31st  of  March,  1938.  Since  that  date  all  patients  entering  the  hospital  have  been  admitted 
through  Poor  Law  channels  with  the  exception  of  84  maternity  patients  and  two  patients  who  were  admitted  to 
the  sick  wards  : one  a case  of  venereal  disease  and  the  other  a case  of  acute  nephritis  with  cellulitis.  These  patients 
were  admitted  on  an  Order  signed  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Council. 
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Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief. — No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  administration  of  Poor  Law  Medical 
out-relief  since  the  transfer  of  the  service  to  the  Council.  The  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  poor  relief  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  in  December  for  each  of  the  last  10  years  was  as  follows  : — 


Year.  Indoor,  f 

1929  ...  352 

1930  ...  354 

1931  ...  360 

1932  ...  350 

1933  ...  332 

1934  ...  316 

1935  332 

1936  ...  302 

1937  ...  314 

1938  ...  310 


Outdoor.*  Total. 

632  ...  984 

564  918 

822  ...  1182 

912  ...  1262 

916  ...  1248 

947  ...  1263 

984  ...  1316 

980  ...  1282 

1001  ...  1315 

974  ...  1284 


| These  figures  do  not  include  the  certified  mental  defectives  receiving  institutional  treatment. 
In  1938  these  numbered  45. 

* These  figures  include  boarded-out  children — 9 in  1938  ; and  also  persons  in  other  areas  getting 
out-door  relief — 23  in  1938. 


Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. — During  the  year  the  Mental  Deficiency 

Committee  put  forward  a scheme  for  buying  a building  in  North  wood  and  adapting  it  for  use  as  a Colony  for 
mental  defectives,  but,  after  holding  a public  inquiry,  the  Ministry  of  Health  did  not  approve  this  proposal,  and 
plans  are  now  under  consideration  for  building  a Colony  on  part  of  the  77  acres  at  Parkhurst  owned  by  the 
Council. 


Hospital  Services  and  Clinics. — The  following  is  a list  of  the  Council’s  clinics  and  treatment  centres  : — 


Situation 

Accommodation 

Days  and  Times  of  Clinics 

tRyde 

Cowes 

St.  John’s  Road  School  ... 

2 rooms  ... 

Tuesdays,  2.30  p.m. 

School  Clinics 

Denmark  Road  School  ... 

2 rooms  ... 

Fridays,  10  a.m. 

[East  Cowes 

Osborne  Road  School 

Divided 

room 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays,  2 p.m. 

Special  School  Clinics  ("Newport  . . . 

County  Hall 

2 rooms 

Saturdays,  10  a.m. 

(eyes) 

(Ryde 

School  of  Art 

1 room 

Mondays,  2 p.m. 

Tuberculosis 

(Newport  ... 

County  Hall 

3 rooms 

Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  9 a.m. 

Dispensaries 

( Havenstreet 

Longford  Sanatorium 

3 rooms  ... 

Mondays  and  Thursdays,  9 a.m. 

"Newport 

County  Hall 

3 rooms 

Tuesdays,  9.30  a.m. 

Cowes 

Northwood  House 

2 rooms  ... 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays,  10  a.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinics 

East  Cowes 

The  Dispensary  ... 

1 room 

By  appointment. 

Freshwater 

Lake 

Nursing  Home 

Women’s  Institute  Hall, 

2 rooms 

2nd  and  4th  Fridays,  2.30  p.m. 

C * * * 

Lake 

1 room 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  10  a.m. 

Post-natal  Clinic  ... 

Newport  ... 

County  Hall 

2 rooms  ... 

Wednesdays,  4.30  p.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic . . . 

Ryde 

County  Hospital  ... 

Out-patient 

Dept. 

1st  Wednesdays,  2.30  p.m. 

Radium  Officer’s  Clinic  Ryde 

County  Hospital  ... 

Out-patient 

Dept. 

4th  Fridays,  3.15  p.m. 

Treatment  Centre  for 

Venereal  Diseases 

Newport  ... 

County  Hall 

3 rooms 

Mental  Welfare 

(Newport  ... 

-Ryde 

[Cowes 

County  Hall 

2 rooms 

Tuesdays,  2.30  p.m. 

County  Hospital  ... 

3 rooms  . . . 

Thursdays,  4.30  p.m. 

Clinics 

Northwood  House 

2 rooms  ... 

Mondays,  2.30  p.m. 

*Child  Guidance  Clinic 

County  Hall 

2 rooms  ... 

Wednesdays,  2.30  p.m. 

Dental  Clinics  for 
Necessitous  Mothers 

( Ryde 

(Newport  ... 

School  Clinic 

County  Hall  

2 rooms  ... 

3 rooms 

4th  Saturdays,  9 a.m. 

Saturdays,  9 a.m. 

* Started  March,  1939. 
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The  Ambulance  facilities  on  the  Island  ai'e  adequate.  For  infectious  cases  there  are  two  ambulances,  one 
at  each  of  the  Infectious  diseases  hospitals — at  Fairlee  a motor  ambulance  and  at  Ventnor  a horse  ambulance. 
For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  there  are  seven  motor  ambulances ; one  at  the  County  Hospital,  Ryde,  one  at 
Parkhurst  Institution,  and  one  each  belonging  to  the  District  Councils  of  Cowes  and  of  Ventnor  ; the  former  is 
stationed  at  Northwood  House  (Telephone:  daytime,  Cowes  116,  and  after  5 p.m.  Cowes  598),  and 
the  latter  at  the  Town  Hall  Garage  (Telephone  : Mr.  Phillips,  Dean  House,  Ventnor  410).  The  Island  Branch  of 
the  Red  Cross  Society  owns  two  ambulances — one  of  these  being  stationed  at  Mr.  Cheverton’s  Garage  (Telephone  : 
Newport  2401,  or  telephone  the  Police,  Newport  2222),  and  the  other  at  Freshwater  (Telephone  : Freshwater  12). 
There  is  also  an  ambulance  in  Shanklin  belonging  to  Mr.  Pocock  at  Bartlett’s  Garage  (Telephone  : Shanklin  2245). 
This  is  subsidised  by  the  Sandown-Shanklin  Council  and  is  available  for  local  urgent  cases. 


BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920  and  1938. 

The  Council’s  scheme  is  worked  through  the  Isle  of  Wight  Society  for  the  Blind  and  the  Society  employs 
a Home  Teacher  who  visits  the  blind  persons  in  their  homes,  supervises  and  assists  them  in  their  work  and  teaches 
Braille  and  pastime  occupations  to  the  unemployable  blind.  At  the  end  of  December,  1938,  70  persons  were  in 
receipt  of  an  allowance  from  the  Society. 

There  were  in  all  141  registered  blind  persons  in  the  Island  at  the  end  of  1938  (128),  of  whom  one  was  under 
school  age  and  four  were  between  five  and  16  years  of  age.  These  last  are  sent  to  special  schools  for  the  blind 
by  the  education  authorities,  and  older  blind  persons  needing  training  are  also  sent  to  suitable  institutions  by 
the  Higher  Education  Committee.  One  blind  lad,  age  17  years,  started  training  in  basket  making  at  the  Portsmouth 
Training  Centre  in  September  last.  There  were  26  blind  persons  between  the  ages  of  16  and  50  years  and  1 10  over 
50  years  of  age. 


NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  31  Homes  were  registered  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  and 
during  the  year  two  applications  for  registration  were  received  and  these  were  granted.  In  two  cases  the  regis- 
tration certificates  were  voluntarily  returned  for  cancellation,  so  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  31  Nursing 
Homes  registered,  9 for  maternity  cases  only,  13  for  maternity  and  other  patients,  and  9 for  non-maternity  cases. 
These  are  visited  periodically  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


PUBLIC  EDUCATION  IN  HEALTH. 

Apart  from  lectures  on  First-Aid  given  by  Dr.  Wallace  and  Dr.  Carpenter,  the  number  of  lectures  given 
during  the  year  on  health  matters  by  the  medical  staff  was  29.  Most  of  these  were  given  to  Women’s  Institutes. 


WATER. 

The  Regional  Water  Committee  met  on  two  occasions  during  1938,  when  the  following  Joint  Report  was 
presented  to  them  by  the  Island  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Regional  Water  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

We,  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  are  concerned  about  the  water  supply  in  the  most  populous  districts 
on  the  Island  and  wish  respectfully  to  submit  for  your  consideration  these  observations  : — 

1. — In  the  interests  of  the  public  health  a constant  supply  of  wholesome  water  is  of  the  first  import- 
ance. The  inconveniences  of  an  intermittent  supply  cannot  be  concealed  from  the  public  and  visitors  are 
not  attracted  to  an  area  lacking  in  water  facilities  ; but  we  wish  to  emphasise  that  in  addition  to  these 
disadvantages  there  is  definite  danger  to  health. 

2.  — Ryde  at  times  receives  an  intermittent  supply  and  an  adequate  supplementary  supply  should  be 
available  for  distribution  ; Cowes  and  East  Cowes  will  take  an  increasing  amount  of  water  from  outside  their 
own  areas  and  it  seems  likely  that  these  additional  demands  will  fall  on  the  Newport  Water  Works.  Newport 
has  now  under  consideration  a scheme  for  improving  the  distribution  of  their  water  but  Newport  may  not 
have  a sufficient  supply  to  meet  these  combined  demands.  The  Rural  District  Council  owns  large  supplies. 
Has  not  the  time  arrived  when  these  authorities  should  combine  to  discuss  the  best  method  of  meeting  this 
urgent  public  need  ? 

3.  — The  evidence  available  goes  to  indicate  that  even  in  a dry  season  there  should  be  sufficient  water 
to  ensure  a constant  supply  to  everyone  ; but  the  quantity  used  is  increasing  year  by  year  and  the  flow 
from  some  of  the  largest  sources  has  not  been  gauged  for  years.  October  is  the  month  when  springs  are  usually 
at  their  lowest.  The  present  year  has  been  a dry  one  and  therefore  measurements  taken  now  will  be  particu- 
larly valuable. 

We  suggest  that  the  various  sanitary  authorities  be  asked  to  collect  information  now  through  their 
surveyors  or  water  engineers  of  the  daily  flow  from  all  considerable  sources  in  their  areas  whether  utilised 
at  present  or  not.  It  seems  to  us  that  this  necessary  preliminary  work  should  be  put  in  hand  without 
delay  because  without  this  information  the  relative  merits  of  new  schemes  to  supplement  the  existing 
supplies  cannot  be  judged. 
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4. — We  think  it  desirable  that  this  information  should  be  available  at  the  earliest  date  possible  so 
that  it  may  be  placed  before  this  Committee  or  a Meeting  of  the  authorities  concerned  with  a view  to 
co-ordinated  action  being  taken  in  time  to  avoid  a shortage  next  season. 

We  are,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

W.  S.  WALLACE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Rural  District,  the  Borough  of  Newport,  and 
the  Cowes  and  East  Cowes  Urban  District. 

H.  CARPENTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Borough  of 
Ryde,  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Sandown- 
Shanklin  and  Ventnor. 

J.  FAIRLEY, 

September  20th,  1938.  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Committee  directed  that  the  information  should  be  collected  regarding  the  volume  of  water  available 
from  the  various  sources  and  to  effect  this  object  a meeting  was  held  of  the  medical  officers  of  health,  surveyors 
and  water  engineers  on  the  Island  with  the  approval  of  all  the  sanitary  authorities.  A subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Regional  Water  Committee  has  been  held  during  the  current  year  which  was  attended  by  an  engineering  inspector 
from  the  Ministry,  and  it  was  resolved  “that  having  regard  to  the  desirability  of  avoiding  water  shortage  and  possible 
contingencies  in  the  event  of  air  raids.  Local  Authorities  be  requested  to  get  into  touch  with  each  other  and  see 
if  they  can,  for  their  own  protection,  inter-connect  their  water  undertakings.’’  At  the  time  of  writing  it  is  under- 
stood that  Newport  and  Ryde  have  under  consideration  schemes  to  augment  their  supplies  and  in  the  case  of 
Ryde  an  additional  well  is  being  sunk  in  the  lower  greensand  at  Knighton. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Table  V.— Showing  the  Number  of  Samples  from  Each  Area  Submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
Analysis  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 


District 

New  Milk 

Other  Samples 

Total 

Remarks 

Adgestone  

l 

— 

1 

Alverstone  

l 

— 

1 

Alum  Bay  

l 

— 

1 

Ashey  

2 

— 

2 

Blackgang  

1 

— 

1 

Carisbrooke  

3 

— 

3 

Chale  

1 (Id) 

— 

1 

Cowes  

6 

— 

6 

East  Cowes  

2 

2 

4 

Fishbourne  

1 

— 

1 

Freshwater  

8 (2d)  (2a) 

— 

8 

Fined  £ 5 and  15/-  costs.  One  informal 

Godshill 

2 

— 

2 

sample — no  proceedings. 

Gurnard 

1 

— 

1 

Lake  

3 (2d) 

— 

3 

Luccombe  

1 (Id) 

— 

1 

Newport 

13  (4d)(2a) 

4 

17 

Fined  £3  and  15/- costs.  Fined  £2  and  15/- 

Niton  

2 

— 

2 

costs. 

Northwood  

3 

— 

3 

Parkhurst  

3 (2a)  ' 

— 

3 

Cases  dismissed. 

Rookley  

1 

— 

1 

Ryde  

16  (4d)(2a) 

10 

26 

Cases  dismissed. 

St.  Helens  

2 (2a) 

— 

2 

One  case  dismissed.  One  informal  sample 

Sandown  

3 

6 

9 

—no  proceedings. 

Shalfleet 

7 (2d) 



7 

Shanklin  

7 (3d) 



7 

Totland 

1 



1 

Ventnor  

6 (2d) 

5 

11 

Whippingham 

1 (Id) 

— 

1 

Whitwell  

1 



1 

Wootton  

1 (Id) 

. 

1 

Wroxall 

3 (2d) 



3 

Yarmouth  

1 

— 

1 

105  (25d)  (10a) 

27 

132 

(d)  Sample  contained  visible  dirt. 

(a)  Adulterated  or  below  the  minimum  standard  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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The  number  of  samples  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination  was  132,  of  which  105  were  of  milk. 
Ninety-seven  of  these  were  first  samples  and  four  of  these  were  certified  to  be  below  the  minimum  standard 
fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  i.e.  4.1  per  cent,  of  the  first  samples  (none  in  1937  and  7.1 
per  cent,  in  1936).  Second  samples  are  always  taken  in  these  cases  and  sometimes  also  third  samples  when  a 
milk  is  below  standard,  and  including  these  subsequent  samples  10  were  certified  as  not  genuine  and  two  genuine. 
Of  the  ten  samples  below  standard  two  were  informal  and  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  other  eight.  In 
three  cases  the  producers  were  fined  £5,  £3  and  £2  respectively  plus  costs  of  15/-  in  each  and  five  cases  were  dis- 
missed, the  magistrates  being  of  opinion  that  the  milk  was  sold  as  it  came  from  the  cow  ; in  three  of  these  the  freez- 
ing-point test  indicated  that  the  deficiencies  found  by  analysis  of  19,  26  and  11  per  cent,  respectively  of  milk 
fat  were  not  due  to  added  water. 

Twenty-five  of  the  milk  samples  contained  dirty  debris,  two  of  them  in  marked  amount. 

Of  the  27  non-milk  samples,  12  were  of  sausages  (9  beef  sausages  and  3 pork),  and  there  were  five  each  of 
fresh  butter,  margarine  and  lard.  All  these  were  certified  to  be  genuine  and  none  of  them  contained  preservative 
n deleterious  amount. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936  and  1938. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  seven  farmers  held  licences  as  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  and  five 
of  them  had  distributors’  licences  also.  Five  additional  producers’  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  only  one 
of  these  being  also  a distributor  ; and  one  licence  as  a producer  was  suspended  on  the  5th  of  December  owing  to 
repeated  samples  of  milk  failing  to  reach  the  required  standard.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  therefore 
1 1 licences  held  by  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  six  of  these  held  distributors’  licences  also. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  these  milks  reach  the  required  standard  of  cleanliness,  samples  are  examined 
bacteriologically  at  frequent  intervals.  These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Southampton. 
The  producer  is  always  informed  of  the  result  of  the  analysis,  and  if  the  sample  does  not  comply  with  the  regu- 
lations the  Agricultural  Education  Officer  is  informed  so  that  he  may  visit  and  advise  the  farmer.  If  two  successive 
samples  are  below  standard  the  producer’s  observations  are  invited,  and  the  Agricultural  Education  Officer  pays 
a second  visit  before  a further  sample  is  taken. 

Of  84  first  samples,  74  complied  with  the  requirements  and  10  did  not.  Second  samples  were  taken  in  these 
10  cases  ; six  of  them  reached  the  required  standard  but  four  still  did  not.  In  two  of  these  four  cases  third  samples 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  but  the  other  two  still  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard.  Fourth  samples  were 
taken  and  in  one  case  this  proved  satisfactory  but  in  the  other  was  still  below  the  standard.  Fifth  and  sixth 
samples  were  taken  in  this  case,  both  of  which  were  still  below  the  standard.  The  licence  of  this  producer  was 
therefore  suspended. 

The  Accredited  producers’  licences  held  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  numbered  57,  one  producer  not  having 
renewed  his  licence  for  1938.  Of  these  57,  nine  were  also  distributors.  Seven  of  the  57  licences  held  were  given  up 
during  the  year  ; two  of  them  (producers  only)  because  they  left  their  farms,  one  (producer  only)  who  decided 
to  discontinue  the  sale  of  milk  from  his  farm  and  four  (producers  only)  because  the  holders  took  out  licences  for 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  One  producer’s  licence  was  suspended  on  December  5th  owing  to  repeated  samples  of 
milk  failing  to  reach  the  required  standard. 

Fourteen  fresh  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  all  of  these  being  producers’  licences  only  : so  at  the  end 
of  the  year  63  producers’  licences  were  in  force,  nine  of  them  being  distributors  also.  The  number  of  first  samples 
of  Accredited  milk  examined  was  300,  of  which  246  reached  the  required  standard  of  cleanliness  and  54  failed. 
Second  samples  in  these  54  cases  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  39,  but  15  still  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard, 
and  third  samples  were  taken  in  13  of  these  15  cases.  Third  samples  were  not  taken  in  the  other  two  cases  as  the 
producers  surrendered  their  licences  before  this  could  be  done.  Ten  of  the  13  third  samples  were  satisfactory 
but  three  still  failed  to  pass  the  test.  Fourth  samples  in  two  of  these  three  cases  reached  the  required  standard 
but  one  still  failed  to  comply.  The  licence  of  this  producer  was  therefore  suspended. 

On  the  1st  April,  1938,  the  Veterinary  Inspector  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
started  duty.  His  functions  include  the  routine  inspection  of  herds  of  farmers  holding  Tuberculin  Tested  and 
Accredited  licences.  These  inspections  are  free  of  charge  to  the  farmers,  but  the  preliminary  verterinary  certificates 
which  the  applicant  must  submit  in  support  of  his  application  for  a licence  have  still  to  be  obtained  privately 
and  independent  of  the  Government  Inspector. 

During  1938  there  were  27  inspections  of  Tuberculin  Tested  herds  and  the  total  number  of  reactors  was 
35.  There  were  257  veterinary  inspections  of  Accredited  herds  and  44  animals  were  certified  to  be  suffering  from 
some  disease  which  required  their  temporary  isolation  or  permanent  removal  from  the  herd. 

The  Inspector  reported  that  in  some  of  the  licensed  herds  the  animals  were  not  suitably  marked  for 
purposes  of  identification,  nor  were  proper  registers  being  kept  as  required  by  the  Order.  A circular  letter  was 
therefore  sent  from  this  office  on  the  29th  of  July  drawing  the  attention  of  all  licensees  to  the  conditions  under 
which  the  licences  are  held,  and  enclosing  a copy  of  the  Order,  and  a herd  register  book  with  directions  for  keeping 
it  up  to  date.  In  all  cases  where  the  animals  were  not  properly  marked  special  letters  also  have  been  sent.  The 
books  required  to  be  kept,  viz.,  herd  register,  isolation  register  and  records  of  milk  production,  purchase  and 
sale,  are  inspected  by  the  sampling  officer  when  he  visits  the  farm  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  samples  of  milk 
for  examination. 
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The  Government  Inspector’s  duties  include  also  the  inspection  of  all  dairy  herds  (not  graded),  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  practically  all  the  farms  on  the  Island  had  been  inspected.  Certificates  are  sent  to  this  office 
in  cases  where  diseased  animals  are  found.  Ninety-three  such  certificates  were  received  from  July  5th  to  December 
31st  showing  that  117  animals  on  these  93  farms  were  suffering  from  some  disease.  Some  of  these  defects  and 
diseases  are  not  serious,  and  no  further  action  is  required  beyond  the  advice  given  at  the  time  of  the  verterinary 
inspection.  Where  a defect  is  serious  a letter  is  sent  from  this  office  asking  the  farmer  for  an  assurance  that  the 
necessary  steps  have  been  taken  and  in  appropriate  cases  requiring  the  animal  to  be  isolated  and  the  milk  and 
its  products  not  to  be  used  for  human  consumption.  Further,  the  sanitary  inspector  of  the  district  is  notified  of  the 
case  so  that  he  may  visit  the  farm  when  he  is  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  Veterinary  Inspector  also  pays  further 
visits  of  inspection  in  a proportion  of  these  cases. 

The  Agricultural  Education  Committee  conducted  in  1938  another  Clean  Milk  Competition — the  eighth 
on  the  Island.  This  started  on  the  1st  April  and  covered  the  early  grazing  period  when  the  weather  became 
progressively  warmer  with  the  advent  of  summer  conditions.  The  1 1 competitors  who  entered  received  valuable 
advice  prior  to  and  also  during  the  course  of  the  competition  from  Mr.  B.  Jenkins,  the  Council’s  Agricultural 
Education  Officer,  and  Mr.  Stanton  Gibson,  an  Inspector  (Dairying)  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  A number  of 
the  entrants  handicapped  themselves  by  not  having  an  efficient  steriliser  and  in  some  districts  it  was  noted  that 
the  milk  could  not  be  properly  cooled  in  hot  weather  because  of  the  inadequate  supply  of  cold  water.  It  was  mainly 
for  these  reasons  that  the  proportion  of  samples  reaching  the  accredited  standard  of  bacteriological  cleanliness 
was  no  greater  than  one-third.  The  competition  showed  again  the  need  for  further  education  in  clean  milk 
production  and  the  value  of  such  competitions  in  demonstrating  where  improvements  and  better  methods  are 
necessary. 

The  examination  of  animals  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Ministry’s  Inspector  since  the  1st  April,  1938.  Prior  to  this,  notification 
was  sent  to  this  office  when  an  animal  was  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  arrangements  were 
then  made  for  a Veterinary  surgeon  to  visit  the  farm  and  report.  In  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  16  animals 
were  examined  and  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  all  of  these.  One  suffered  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder, 
eight  from  tuberculous  emaciation  and  seven  from  other  forms  of  advanced  tuberculous  disease.  During  the 
nine  month  period  from  the  1st  April  to  the  31st  December,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  Inspector  examined 
59  animals  under  the  Order  and  42  of  these  were  found  to  be  affected  within  the  meaning  of  the  Order,  four  of 
them  with  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  four  with  tuberculous  emaciation  and  34  with  chronic  cough  and  other 
definite  symptoms  of  tuberculosis.  This  compares  with  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  78  animals  found  to  be  affected. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Table  VI. — Notifications  Made  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  during  the  52  Weeks  Ended 

31st  December,  1938. 


Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural 
District 

Cowes 

Newport 

Ryde 

Sandown- 

Shanklin 

Ventnor 

Totals 

Small  Pox 















(-) 

Scarlet  Fever  

9 

19 

. 8 

5 

16 

5 

62 

(80) 

Diphtheria 

— 

4 

26 

4 

1 

4 

39 

(35) 

Enteric  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(2) 

Pneumonia 

7 

11 

9 

1 

1 

2 

31 

(32) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

2 

15 

(10) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(1) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

1 

8 

— 

5 

14 

(2) 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(2) 

Erysipelas... 

3 

1 

9 

3 

1 

— 

17 

(28) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

4 

1 

2 

— 

1 

8 

(4) 

Undulant  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

Dysentery...  ...  ...  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(-) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

12 

15 

13 

9 

14 

11 

74 

(81) 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

4 

6 

3 

5 

5 

1 

24 

(43) 

Totals  

37 

62 

75 

43 

39 

31 

287 

(320) 

The  notifications  of  infectious  disease  to  the  various  medical  officers  of  health  numbered  287,  as  against 
320,  214,  371,  409  and  243  in  the  five  previous  years.  There  was  no  case  of  small  pox  for  the  eighth  successive 
year. 

Scarlet  fever  notifications  numbered  62,  as  against  80,  64.  171,  152  and  71  in  the  preceding  five  years. 
There  were  cases  in  every  district,  the  greatest  number  being  again  in  Cowes  19  (24  and  31  in  the  two  previous 
years),  and  Sandown-Shanklin  had  16  (16).  The  disease  has  continued  mild  and  caused  no  death.  In  the  last 
10  years  there  have  been  only  four  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  on  the  Island. 

There  were  17  notifications  of  erysipelas  (28)  ; cases  being  notified  in  every  district  except  Ventnor. 
Cowes  and  Sandown-Shanklin  had  only  one  each  and  nine  of  the  cases  were  notified  in  Newport. 
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Puerperal  pyrexia  notifications  numbered  15  (10)  and  these  were  again  scattered  over  the  whole  Island 
with  no  undue  prevalence  in  any  district  : see  under  section  dealing  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  later  in 
this  report. 

Diphtheria  notifications  numbered  39  (35).  The  greatest  number  of  cases  again  occurred  in  Newport, 
where  there  were  26  as  against  28  the  previous  year.  Nineteen  of  the  26  notifications  were  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year.  There  was  one  death  from  diphtheria  in  Newport.  In  the  last  10  years  there  have  been  13  deaths  from 
diphtheria  on  the  Island.  Preventive  inoculation  against  diphtheria  is  not  practised  here. 

For  the  first  time  according  to  our  records  no  case  of  enteric  fever  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Thirty-one  notifications  were,  received  of  primary  pneumonia  or  of  influenzal  pneumonia  (32).  There  were 
21  deaths  from  influenza  (47). 

The  notifications  of  tuberculosis  numbered  98  (124)  : see  the  following  section. 

There  were  16  notifications  of  the  diseases  of  the  centra]  nervous  system,  of  which  14  were  acute  polio- 
myelitis or  infantile  paralysis.  Eight  of  these  were  notified  in  Ryde,  five  in  Ventnor  and  one  in  Newport,  so  they 
occurred  in  the  South  and  East  of  the  Island.  The  Newport  case  proved  fatal  (a  lad  of  18)  and  one  of  the  Ventnor 
cases  also  died  (a  girl  of  18)  ; and  in  addition  there  was  a third  fatal  case  in  Rvde  (a  woman  age  33).  This  last 
was  an  unnotified  case,  so  there  were  three  deaths  among  15  known  cases. 

Of  the  15  cases,  four  were  under  5 years  of  age,  two  were  between  5 and  10  years,  five  between  10  and  20 
years,  three  between  20  and  25  and  one  age  33. 

Six  of  the  15  cases  were  classed  as  severe  and  as  already  stated  three  of  these  proved  fatal ; the  other  nine 
cases  were  mild. 

It  has  been  the  practice  here  to  admit  the  cases  forthwith  to  the  Fever  Hospital  unless  this  was  not  desired 
by  the  parents  and  the  home  conditions  were  good.  The  patients  have  been  retained  in  the  Fever  Hospital  for 
a minimum  period  of  three  weeks.  No  special  precautions  have  been  taken  at  home  beyond  excluding  any  children 
in  the  family  from  school  attendance  for  a time  and  where  our  medical  officers  have  visited,  general  enquiries 
have  been  made  regarding  their  state  of  health,  presence  of  sore  throat,  etcetera.  In  the  isolation  hospitals  at 
Newport  and  at  Ventnor  there  are  no  facilities  for  massage  or  electrical  treatment  but  a case  admitted  to  the 
County  Hospital  or  other  voluntary  hospital  can  have  such  treatment  when  it  is  indicated. 

There  are  now  on  the  Island  three  “Both”  respirators  or  “iron  lungs,”  which  are  the  gift  of  Lord  Nuffield. 
These  are  at  the  County  Hospital,  Ryde,  and  at  the  two  isolation  hospitals  at  Fair  lee  and  at  Ventnor  ; and  we  have 
in  addition  a“Tor  Tilter,”  which  is  kept  centrally  in  Newport  for  use  in  emergency.  These  instruments  are  primarily 
for  use  in  cases  of  paralysis  of  the  respiratory  muscles  and  they  can  be  used  also  in  any  case  of  respiratory  failure 
not  due  to  disease  of  the  lungs. 

The  two  other  notified  cases  of  the  central  nervous  system  were  : — one  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  and  one 
of  encephalitis  lethargica.  These  were  both  fatal  and  there  was  one  further  death  from  encephalitis  lethargica 
of  an  unnotified  patient  at  the  County  Hospital  and  one  death  in  Cowes  which  was  considered  to  be  the  conse- 
quence of  an  attack  of  encephalitis  three  years  ago. 

A case  of  anthrax  occurred  in  a man  in  the  Ventnor  district  ; he  made  a good  recovery.  The  cause  could 
not  be  ascertained.  This  does  not  appear  in  Table  VI  because  anthrax  is  not  a notifiable  disease. 

The  returns  made  by  head  teachers  showed  that  the  number  of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurring 
in  the  schools  was  about  the  average.  The  disease  most  prevalent  was  measles,  which  started  in  the  latter  half  of 
1937  and  continued  through  the  first  half  of  1938. 

Eight  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  ; these  all  made  a complete  recovery. 


Year 

Cases 

Vision 

Un-impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

1938 

8 

6 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Vaccination. — Table  VII  sets  out  the  vaccination  returns  compared  with  those  of  previous  years.  No 
vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention 
Regulations,  1917). 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Percentage  not 
Vaccinated,  i.e., 

Year 

Births 

Registered 

Vaccinated 

Insusceptible 

Dead. 

Unvaccinated 

Conscientious 

Objection 

Postponed 

Removed 

Unaccounted 

Columns 

5,  6,  7 and  8 

1934 

960 

300 

1 

26 

567 

13 

30 

23 

65-9 

1935 

980 

256 

— 

37 

612 

14 

41 

20 

70  0 

1936 

988 

313 

— 

32 

602 

9 

29 

3 

65-1 

1937 

1066 

312 

5 

28 

652 

8 

54 

7 

67-6 

1938 

1061 

262 

2 

31 

676 

11 

56 

23 

72-2 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  VIII.— Showing  the  Number  of  New  Cases  and  the  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  Year. 


The  new  cases  shown  in  Table  VIII  include  all  the  primary  notifications  and  also  any  new  cases  coming 
otherwise  to  the  notice  of  the  medical  officer  during  the  year.  These  last  numbered  24,  16  being  transfers  from 
other  areas  (18)  and  the  death  returns  giving  the  first  information  in  eight.  The  primarjr  notifications  numbered 
82,  making  up  the  total  of  106  “new”  cases,  as  against  128  and  100  in  the  two  preceding  years.  Eighty  of  them 
suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (85)  and  26  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (43). 

The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  numbered  50  (42),  which  is  eight  more  than  last  year.  Forty-one  of  these 
deaths  were  caused  by  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  23  males  and  18  females,  and  nine  by  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
In  the  following  table  these  figures  are  compared  with  those  of  previous  years. 


Yearly  average  number  of  deaths  from  tubercu- 
losis for  the  quinquennium. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1901—  5 

138 

114 

24 

1906—10  

131 

100 

31 

1911—15  

86 

73 

13 

1916—20  

85 

73 

12 

1921—25  

89 

75 

14 

1926—30  

69 

56 

13 

1931—35  

54 

44 

10 

For  the  year  1936 

48 

37 

11 

„ 1937  

42 

34 

8 

„ 1938  

50 

41 

9 

The  deaths  of  unnotified  persons  numbered  eight  (4),  five  were  in  Ventnor,  two  in  Ryde  and  one  in  Sandown- 
Shanklin.  Six  were  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  two  were  non-pulmonary.  Of  the  pulmonary  cases,  one 
was  an  acute  case  which  rapidly  ended  fatally  and  notification  was  overlooked  : three  had  recently  changed  their 
doctors  and  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  they  were  already  notified  and  two  died  in  the  Royal  National  Hospital, 
Ventnor,  one  of  them  being  a non-transferable  death  as  the  patient  had  come  from  Ireland.  Of  the  two  non- 
pulmonary  cases,  one  a woman  of  62  years  of  age,  died  from  some  other  cause  but  had  tuberculous  glands  in  the 
neck  and  the  other  wras  an  infant  who  died  from  tuberculous  meningitis,  which  is  not  always  diagnosed  before 
death. 
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Table  IX  summarises  the  changes  in  the  tuberculosis  register  during  the  calendar  year. 


Number  of  Patients 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

TOTAL 

M.  F. 

On  Register  at  end  of  1937  

179 

151 

68 

60 

247 

211 

Added  during  1938  (new  cases)  ... 

30 

29 

8 

15 

38 

44 

Cases  removed  from  other  areas  ... 

6 

9 

1 

6 

10 

Old  cases  readmitted  

1 

3 

1 — 

2 

3 

Gross  Total  ... 

216 

192 

77 

76 

293 

268 

Removed  to  other  areas  during  1938 

12 

20 

3 

2 

15 

22 

Removed — Diagnosis  unconfirmed 
Removed  from  the  Register  as  being 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

4 

“Cured” 

8 

4 

9 

5 

17 

9 

Died  during  1938  

21 

1 16 

3 

2 

24 

18 

Died  from  other  diseases  ... 

1 

I 

1 — 

2 

1 

Totals  to  be  removed  from  Register 

44 

43 

19 

11 

63 

54 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1938... 

172 

149 

58 

65 

230 

214 

f Two  notified  pulmonary  cases  died  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (females). 


The  figures  in  this  table  are  based  on  the  tuberculosis  registers  of  notified  cases  which  are  kept  by  the 
medical  officers  of  health  of  the  sanitary  districts,  so  the  eight  deaths  of  unnotified  persons  do  not  appear  in  the 
table,  nor  are  the  transfers  shown  from  one  Island  district  to  another.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were 
458  persons  on  the  Island  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (429).  There  were  added  during  the  year  82  new 
cases  (106),  16  cases  who  came  here  from  other  areas  (18),  four  who  had  previously  been  taken  off  the  registers  as 
having  left  the  Island  or  lost  sight  of  (2),  and  one  case  who  had  previously  been  removed  from  the  register  as 
“recovered”  ; 37  patients  removed  to  other  areas  (22),  45  died  during  the  year  (42),  three  of  these  from  a cause 
apart  from  tuberculosis  and  35  were  taken  off  the  registers  (34),  the  reason  being  in  26  cases  because  they  were 
cured,  and  in  nine  because  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  444  names  remained 
on  the  register. 

One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  observation  and  nursing  visits  were  paid  to  tuberculous 
patients  by  the  district  nurses  (1,336  and  1,178  in  the  two  previous  years).  The  Council  pays  at  the  rate  of  1 /- 
for  each  health  visit  and  for  certain  nursing  visits  in  approved  cases,  and  the  expenditure  under  this  heading 
amounted  to  £72  7s.  (£61  11s.) 

Under  the  Council’s  tuberculosis  scheme,  patients  suffering  or  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
are  examined  at  the  dispensary  at  the  County  Hall  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  mornings  from  9.30,  no  appointments 
being  necessary.  When  the  patients  cannot  attend  then,  they  are  given  a special  appointment  or  are  visited  at 
home  ; three-fourths  of  the  notified  patients  are  under  observation  at  the  dispensary.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  342  patients  on  the  dispensary  books,  233  of  whom  were  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  109 
from  other  forms  of  the  disease  ; 59  were  children  under  15  years  of  age  and  283  were  adults.  In  addition,  23 
persons  were  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis,  making  a total  of  365  on  the 
dispensary  books  (408). 


Table  X.—  Shows  the  Dispensary  Work  Compared  with  Previous  Years. 


Year 

New  Persons 
examined 

Dispensary 

Attendances 

Home  Visits 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Sputum 

For  Tuberculosis 
Officer 

For  Medical 
Practitioners 

1934 

246 

435 

231 

54 

162 

1935 

323 

615 

255 

99 

191 

1936 

253 

550 

190 

138 

212 

1937 

321 

626 

183 

153 

180 

1938 

270 

623 

159 

155 

224 

The  number  of  attendances  at  or  in  connection  with  the  dispensaries  was  623,  and  the  number  of  new  per- 
sons examined,  270.  Twenty-eight  of  these  last  were  contacts,  as  against  62  in  the  previous  year.  Eighteen  of 
the  contacts  were  children  and  10  were  adults  ; none  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Fifteen 
were  patients  transferred  from  other  areas,  including  three  who  had  been  seen  previously  and  who  had  left  the 
Island  and  227  were  referred  by  their  private  doctors  for  diagnosis  or  treatment,  of  whom  139  were  adults  and 
88  were  children.  Fifty-one  of  the  adults  were  tuberculous  (24  men  and  27  women)  and  13  of  the  children  (five 
boys  and  eight  girls)  : 45  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  19  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  of 
whom  seven  were  adults  (two  men  and  five  women)  and  12  were  children  (five  boys  and  seven  girls). 
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During  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1939,  246  X-ray  examinations  were  made,  as  against  201  and  143  in 
the  two  previous  years.  Of  these  examinations,  172  were  made  at  the  Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor,  62  at 
the  Royal  Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital,  Ryde,  and  12  at  the  Arthur  Webster  Hospital,  Shanklin. 

Three  new  sleeping  shelters  were  purchased  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had 
22  shelters  in  use,  a few  at  Longford  Sanatorium  and  the  others  loaned  to  patients  for  use  in  their  own  gardens. 

Tuberculosis  is  an  illness  of  long  duration  and  inevitably  a patient  spends  most  of  his  or  her  time  at  home. 
A patient  learns  in  a Sanatorium  how  to  look  after  himself  or  herself  and  how  to  avoid  infecting  others  and  is 
expected  to  put  these  simple  measures  into  practise  on  returning  home.  It  is  emphasised  that  both  for  his  or  her 
own  sake  and  in  the  interests  of  others  he  or  she  ought  to  sleep  alone  and  this  is  one  of  the  points  enquired  into 
and  advised  by  the  health  visitors.  The  position  in  this  respect  at  the  end  of  1938  was  as  follows  : — 

Of  187  pulmonary  cases  being  visited,  101  had  tubercle  bacilli  in  their  sputum  (62  males  and  39  females), 
and  of  these  101,  25  occupied  separate  rooms  (16  M,  9 F),  32  used  separate  beds  but  not  separate  rooms 
(21  M,  11  F),  35  did  not  use  separate  beds  (17  M,  18  F),  and  in  nine  the  position  was  not  known  (8  M,  1 F). 
Thus  in  those  cases  where  the  facts  were  known,  57  were  using  separate  beds  and  35  were  not,  i.e.  two  out  of 
every  five  patients  with  tubercle  bacilli  in  their  sputum  are  sleeping  with  other  persons. 

Of  the  86  pulmonary  cases  where  no  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum  (47  M,  39  F),  26  occupied 
separate  rooms  (16  M,  10  F),  19  used  separate  beds  but  not  separate  rooms  (13  M,  6 F),  35  did  not  use  separate 
beds  (15  M,  20  F)  and  in  six  the  position  was  not  known  (3  M,  3 F),  so  that  45  occupied  separate  beds  and 
35  did  not,  i.e.  seven  out  of  every  16  patients  where  tubercle  bacilli  have  not  been  found  in  the  sputum  are  sleeping 
with  other  persons. 

It  is  of  interest  to  observe  that  two  out  of  three  male  patients  with  tuberculosis  of  the  lung  sleep  apart, 
but  more  than  half  of  the  females  with  tuberculosis  of  the  lung  sleep  with  other  persons. 

Of  92  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (43  M,  49  F),  21  occupied  separate  rooms  (10  M,  11  F),  39  used 
separate  beds  but  not  separate  rooms  (18  M,  21  F)  and  29  did  not  use  separate  beds  (13  M,  16  F).  In  three  the 
position  was  not  known  (2  M,  1 F),  so  60  used  separate  beds  and  29  did  not,  i.e.  one  of  every  three  patients  with 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  not  sleeping  alone. 

These  facts  prove  that  many  of  the  public  do  not  yet  realise  that  tuberculosis  of  the  lung  is  an  infectious 
disease  which  can  be  and  is  communicated  from  a patient  to  a healthy  person,  or  if  this  is  appreciated  the  risk 
of  becoming  infected  is  considered  to  be  no  great  one.  It  is  because  tuberculosis  takes  usually  a long  time  to  develop 
that  these  risks  are  run  ; if  the  disease  developed  quickly,  like  measles  or  small  pox,  would  two  out  of  every  five 
infectious  patients  be  found  sleeping  with  others  ? Tuberculosis  of  the  lung  is  a much  more  fatal  disease  than 
small  pox  and  your  Council  is  prepared  to  provide  sleeping  shelters  wherever  they  will  be  used.  There  are  many 
factors  involved  in  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  but  the  direct  transference  of  the  bacillus  from  the  sick  to  the 
healthy  is  the  simplest  and  the  most  obvious. 

During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1939,  a daily  ration  of  milk  was  given  to  21  patients,  for  periods 
varying  from  eight  to  52  weeks.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  nine  patients  were  receiving  grants,  12  were  added 
during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  14  were  in  receipt  of  milk.  The  cost  of  this  extra  nourishment  was 
£47  2s.  7d.  (£48  6s.  3d.  and  £45  13s.  4d.  in  the  two  previous  years). 


Table  XI. — Showing  the  Total  Number  of  Patients  Treated  at  Various  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals 

during  1938. 


Sanatorium  or  Hospital 

Resident  at 
beginning  of 
year 

Admitted 
during  year 

Discharged 
during  year 
(inc.  Deaths) 

Remaining 
end  of  year 

Longford  Sanatorium 

37 

123 

123 

37 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton 

5 

t4 

4 

5 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor  - ... 

2 

*10 

12 

— 

Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oxford 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Royal  I.W.  County  Hospital,  Ryde  ...  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Preston  Hall,  Maidstone  ... 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

44 

141 

141 

44 

* These  were  admitted  for  a few  days  only. 

t Includes  two  children  admitted  respectively  for  two  and  four  days  only,  to  be  measured  for  splints. 


Residential  Treatment. — The  number  of  persons  admitted  to  Institutions  during  the  year  for  treatment 
or  for  observation  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  was  141,  as  against  132  in  the  previous  year,  and,  in  addition,  five 
tuberculous  patients  were  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

I he  10  patients  sent  to  the  Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor,  were  there  for  an  average  period  of  only 
3 " days  for  the  purpose  of  special  examination  or  treatment  in  connection  with  artificial  pneumo-thorax  or  for 
phrenic  avulsion.  The  two  patients  (one  male  and  one  female)  resident  at  the  Royal  National  Hospital  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  were  discharged  during  the  year  after  14  months’  and  four  months’  treatment  respectively. 
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At  the  Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital  at  Alton,  there  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  five  children  under 
treatment,  of  whom  three  suffered  from  tuberculosis  of  the  spine  and  two  of  the  hip.  The  two  hip  cases  were  dis- 
charged during  the  year  with  the  disease  quiescent  ; one  after  a period  of  2 years  5 months’  hospital  treatment 
and  the  other  after  23  weeks’  treatment.  The  other  three  children  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  spine  were 
still  in  residence  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Four  children  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  the  year  ; two  of 
them  for  a few  days  only  to  be  fitted  with  splints  and  the  other  two  suffering  from  tuberculous  disease,  one  of 
the  hip  (a  readmission)  and  one  of  the  knee.  These  were  both  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  patient  with  tuberculosis  of  the  hip  was  admitted  to  the  Wingfield-Morris  Hospital  during  the  year 
and  was  still  there  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  Preston  Hall  during  the  year  ; 
one  was  discharged  with  the  disease  still  active  after  24|  weeks’  treatment  and  the  other  patient  was  still  in  the 
hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  patient  suffering  from  tuberculous  bones  of  the  foot  was  admitted  to  the  County  Hospital  for  operation 
and  after  6|  weeks  there  was  transferred  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  where  his  convalescence  was  continuing  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

It  is  to  Longford  Sanatorium  that  patients  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  sent  when  they  require 
residential  treatment,  unless  some  special  form  of  treatment  is-  needed  that  cannot  be  provided  there.  The 
number  of  admissions  during  the  year  was  123  (119),  of  whom  64  were  adults  (65)  and  59  were  children  (54). 

Further  details  of  the  patients  treated  at  Longford  Sanatorium  are  as  follows  : — 


Men. 

W omen . 

Children. 

Total. 

In  residence  on  31st  December,  1937 

14 

11 

12 

37 

Admitted  during  the  year  ... 

35 

29 

59 

123 

Discharged  during  the  year  ... 

32 

28 

55 

115 

Died  during  the  year 

6 

1 

1 

8 

In  residence  on  31st  December,  1938 

11 

11 

15 

37 

Of  the  115  patients  discharged  during  the  year,  57  had  been  admitted  for  diagnosis  (10  adults  and  47 
children).  Fifty-two  of  these  were  discharged  as  non-tuberculous,  one  (a  child)  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
abdominal  tuberculosis  and  in  the  other  four  cases  the  diagnosis  was  still  doubtful  on  discharge  (two  men  and 
two  children).  The  average  duration  of  stay  of  the  115  patients  discharged  was  106.9  days  (116.2  in  1937, 
175.3  in  1936,  148.2  in  1935,  81 .0  in  1934,  104.4  in  1933  and  94.6  in  1932),  but  this  includes  those  already 
mentioned  as  not  tuberculous. 

The  other  58  patients  who  were  discharged  were  definitely  suffering  from  tuberculosis  on  admission  and 
remained  in  the  Institution  for  137.6  days  on  the  average  (204.4  days).  Twenty-seven  of  them  were  men,  23 
women,  and  eight  were  children.  In  14  cases  the  disease  was  classified  as  quiescent  on  discharge  ; the  other  44 
patients  still  had  active  disease  although  many  of  them  had  improved. 

The  average  number  of  patients  in  the  Sanatorium  during  1938  was  38  (34),  and  the  number  of  patient- 
weeks  amounted  to  1,986,  as  against  1,765  and  1,532  in  the  twro  previous  years.  There  are  at  times  beds  in  the 
Sanatorium  which  are  not  required  by  our  own  patients  and  your  Committee  has  therefore  agreed  to  admit 
patients  sent  by  the  London  County  Council.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  two  London  patients  in 
the  Sanatorium,  18  were  admitted  during  the  year  (nine  males  and  nine  females),  and  14  were  discharged, 
leaving  six  in  the  Sanatorium  on  the  31st  of  December.  These  are  included  in  the  figures  given  above. 

The  cost  of  treatment  per  patient-week  averaged  £\  14s.  6d.  for  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March, 
1939,  and  the  patients’  contributions  averaged  8s.  5d.,  compared  with  £\  17s.  7d.  and  5/4  for  the  previous  year 
and  £\  14s.  7d.  and  6/-  for  the  year  ended  March,  1937. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  treatment  centres  for  males  and  females  are  at  the  County  Hall,  Newport,  and  are  obviously  adequate. 
The  number  of  new  applicants  attending  the  centre  last  year  fell  to  71,  of  whom  14  only  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  venereal  disease,  four  from  syphilis  (two  males  and  two  females)  and  10  from  gonorrhoea  (nine  males  and 
one  female).  This  is  the  smallest  number  of  new  cases  in  any  year  since  the  centre  was  first  established. 

9 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  35  patients  were  under  treatment,  22  for  syphilis  and  13  for  gonorrhoea. 
Seventy-five  persons  attended  during  the  year  for  diagnosis  or  treatment,  of  whom  four  were  transferred  from 
other  centres  and  71  were  new  attendances.  At  the  end  of  the  year  18  patients  were  under  treatment,  of  whom 
15  had  syphilis  and  3 gonorrhoea.  The  number  of  out-patient  attendances  to  see  the  medical  officer  was  514,  as 
against  710  in  1937,  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  661.  As  regards  in-patient  treatment  there  were 
three  patients  (females)  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  one  (male)  was  admitted  during 
the  year.  These  were  all  discharged  during  the  year. 
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Some  particulars  of  the  attendances  in  1938  compared  with  that  of  previous  years  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


No.  of  New 
Applicants 

Number  Suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases 

No.  of  Days 
of  In-Patient 
Treatment 

No.  of 

Year 

Total 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

Venereal 

Diseases 

Attendances  by 
Patients 

Yearly  aver- 
age— 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1918-1920 
(3  years) 

107 

71* 

26 

19 

20 

7 

132 

801 

1921-1925 
(5  years) 

72 

29* 

11 

8 

8 

1-6 

1-2 

14 

702 

1926-1930 
(5  years) 

110 

38 

13 

7 

14 

4 

— 

22 

1236 

1931-1935 
(5  years) 

99 

34* 

10 

6 

13 

5 

0-2 

197 

1189 

1936 

100 

29* 

6 

3 

9 

10 

1 

433 

705 

1937 

87 

48 

8 

3 

23 

13 

1 

399 

1024 

1938 

71 

14 

2 

2 

9 

1 

— 

214 

661 

* Includes  patients  suffering  from  more  than  one  venereal  disease. 


Table  XII. — Relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  Treated  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Newport 

DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  THE  31ST  DECEMBER,  1938. 


Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions  other 
than  Venereal 

TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1.  No.  of  cases  who,  on  the  1st  Jan., 
1938,  were  under  treatment  or  ob- 
servation for 

17 

5 

6 

7 

23 

12 

2.  Old  patients  readmitted  during 
year  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3.  No.  dealt  with  during  the  year  in 
the  out-patient  Clinic  for  the  first 
time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from 

2 

2 

9 

1 

28 

29 

39 

32 

4.  No.  of  cases  transferred  from  other 
areas  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

Total  

21 

10 

— 

— 

17 

8 

30 

29 

68 

47 

5.  No.  of  cases  discharged  from  the 
out-patient  Clinic  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final  tests  of  cure 

3 

2 

8 

5 

30 

29 

41 

36 

6.  No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
the  out-patient  Clinic  before  com- 
pletion of  treatment  for  

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7.  No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
after  completion  of  treatment,  but 
before  final  tests  as  to  cure  of 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

8.  No.  of  cases  transferred  to  other 
Treatment  Centres  or  to  care  of 
Private  Practitioners 

7 

3 

10 

9.  No.  of  cases  who,  on  the  31st  Dec., 
1938,  were  under  treatment  or  ob- 
servation for 

9 

6 





3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

6 

Total — Items  5,  6,  7,  8 and  9 

21 

10 

— 

— 

17 

8 

30 

29 

68 

47 

10.  Out-patient  attendances — 

(a)  For  individual  attention  by 
the  Medical  Officer  ... 

163 

106 

102 

48 

49 

46 

314 

200 

(b)  For  intermediate  treatment, 
e.g.,  irrigation,  dressings,  etc. 
11.  Aggregate  No.  of  “In-patient  days” 
of  treatment  given  to  persons 
who  were  suffering  from 

138 

9 

_ 

147 



— 

— 

— 

— 

86 

128 

— 

— 

86 

128 
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For  Detection  of 

For 

Wassermann 

Reaction 

12.  Examination  of  Pathological  material — 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  examined  at,  and  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of,  the  Treatment  Centre  ... 

(b)  Specimens  from  persons  attending  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  which  were  sent  for  examination  to  an  ap- 
proved laboratory 

Spirochetes 

Gonococci 

Other  Organisms 

— 

203 

— 

39 

A.  No.  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt  with  during  the  year  at,  or  in  connection  with,  the  out-patient  Clinic 
for  the  first  time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from  : — 


Isle  of 
Wight 

London 

TOTALS 

Syphilis  ...  ...  

3 

l 

4 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

10 

— 

10 

Conditions  other  than  venereal  ... 

57 

— 

57 

70 

l 

71 

B.  Total  No.  of  attendances  at  the  out-patient 

Clinic  of  all  patients  residing  in  each  area 

C.  Aggregate  No.  of  “In-patient  days”  

651 

10 

661 

214 

— 

214 

92  injections  were  given  of  arsenobenzine  compounds  (106)  and  281  of  bismuth  preparations  (234). 


CANCER. 

The  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  cancer  are  adequate  in  this  area 
through  the  arrangements  made  by  your  Council  with  the  authorities  at  the  Royal  South  Hants  and  Southampton 
Hospital.  This  is  a regional  radium  centre  and  during  the  year  an  extension  was  built  at  the  hospital  which 
includes  deep  X-ray  apparatus  and  additional  accommodation  for  16  patients  requiring  radiotherapy.  There  are 
two  radiotherapists  and  a physicist  attached  to  this  department. 

The  Radium  Officer  from  the  Southampton  centre  holds  a clinic  at  Ryde  each  month  at  the  Royal  Isle  of 
Wight  County  Hospital  and  this  appears  to  be  taken  full  advantage  of  by  patients  suffering  or  suspected  to  be 
suffering  from  cancer.  During  the  year  41  new  patients  attended  from  from  the  following  districts  : Newport  5, 
Cowes  11,  Yarmouth  and  Freshwater  8,  Ryde  7,  Ventnor  5,  Sandown  and  Shanklin  5.  About  180  old  patients 
also  attended,  the  average  attendance  at  each  session  being  20. 

The  number  of  persons  who  were  admitted  to  the  Royal  South  Hants  and  Southampton  Hospital  for 
in-patient  treatment  was  17  (30),  of  whom  four  had  received  radium  treatment  previously.  One  of  these  patients 
was  admitted  to  the  hospital  on  three  different  occasions  during  the  year.  Their  hospital  treatment  amounted  to 
190  patient-days  and  the  gross  cost  to  the  Council  was  £104  16s.  and  the  nett  cost  £90  16s.  3d.  because  contri- 
butions amounting  to  £13  19s.  9d.  were  required  from  four  of  the  patients  and  the  Hospital  Savings  Association 
made  a grant  in  two  others  amounting  to  £7.  The  remaining  1 1 patients  were  not  in  a position  to  make  any 
contribution.  The  Council  paid  also  the  sum  of  £7  8s.  6d.  in  respect  of  out-patient  treatment  at  the 
Southampton  Hospital,  so  that  the  nett  cost  to  the  rates  of  this  service  has  been  £98  4s.  9d.  (£163  18s.  5d.  the 
previous  year). 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  patients  who  are  voluntary  members  of  the  County  Hospital  Contributory 
Scheme  have,  since  the  beginning  of  1938,  attended  the  Southampton  Hospital  by  arrangements  made  through 
the  County  Hospital  Contributory  Scheme  and  independently  of  your  Committee’s  arrangements  so  the  figures 
relating  to  in-patient  treatment  do  not  show  the  full  extent  to  which  this  centre  is  used  by  patients  from  the 
Island. 


The  number  of  patients  suffering  from  cancer  who  were  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  during  the  year 
was  17  (19),  of  whom  11  had  already  received  treatment  in  other  hospitals  and  six  had  not  been  to  any  other 
hospital.  In  all  these  cases  the  disease  was  advanced,  and  palliative  treatment  only  was  indicated.  The  number 
of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  hospital  was  16  (15),  and  the  total  number  of  cancer  deaths  on  the  Island  was 
207,  which  is  the  highest  ever  recorded  (73  males  and  134  females). 

The  following  table  shows  in  five  yearly  periods  the  proportion  which  the  cancer  deaths  bear  to  the 
total  deaths  of  persons  over  45  years  of  age. 


IS 


5-yearly  Periods 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Deaths  due 
to  Cancer 

Percentage 
of  deaths  over 

45  years  which 
are  due  to 
cancer. 

Total  Deaths 

Deaths  over  45 
years  of  age 

(0 

(2) 

(3) 

* 

1916—1920  

5660 

3901 

604 

(51) 

14-2 

1921—1925  

5417 

4182 

732 

(53) 

16-2 

1926—1930  

5620 

4537 

799 

(46) 

16-6 

1931—1935  

5753 

4895 

823 

(34) 

16-1 

Year  1936 

1207 

1035 

168 

(8) 

15-5 

„ 1937  

1266 

1099 

179 

(13) 

15-1 

„ 1938  

1213 

1040 

207 

(9) 

190 

* The  figures  in  brackets  in  column  (3)  show  the  number  of  deaths  under  45  years 

which  are  included  in  the  totals. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 

The  work  done  at  the  laboratory  in  each  of  the  last  five  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year 

Sputum  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli 

Swabs  for 
Diphtheria  Bacilli 

Other 

Specimens 

TOTAL 

1934 

216 

242 

136 

594 

1935 

290 

329 

153 

772 

1936 

350 

304 

305 

959 

1937 

333 

482 

504 

1319 

1938 

379 

366 

417 

1162 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  specimens  were  examined  in  1938.  There  were  more  diphtheria 
swabs  from  the  various  districts,  particularly  from  Newport,  and  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  number 
of  specimens  from  the  venereal  disease  treatment  centres  was  nearly  doubled.  The  number  sent  in  from  each 
sanitary  district  was  approximately  as  follows: — Cowes  119,  Newport  296,  Ryde  84,  Sandown-Shanklin  48, 
Ventnor  45,  and  the  Rural  District  65  ; there  were  70  specimens  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  103  from  Longford 
Sanatorium,  74  from  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  155  from  the  venereal  disease  treatment  centres,  94  from 
ante-natal  clinics,  9 were  from  schools. 


Further  details  of  the  1,162  examinations  are  as  follows  : — 


Total  number  of 
! Specimens  Examined 

Positive 

Negative 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli — 

For  Medical  Practitioners  ...  

224 

25 

199 

For  Tuberculosis  Officers 

155 

70 

85 

Other  fluids  for  tubercle  bacilli  

19 

4 

15 

Culture  of  pus  for  tubercle  bacilli  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli — 

For  Medical  Practitioners 

266 

29 

237 

Others,  i.e.  for  Isolation  Hospital,  Schools,  etc.  ... 

100 

23 

77 

Bloods  for  Widal  reaction  ... 

11 



11 

Smears,  etc.,  for  Gonococci  ...  ' ... 

203 

17 

186 

Other  examinations  

181 

— 

Total  

1162 



— 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. — No  changes  have  been  made  in  these  services  as  described  in 

last  year’s  report. 

Forty-four  midwives  were  in  regular  practice  on  the  Island  throughout  the  year,  of  whom  28  were  employed 
by  district  nursing  associations  and  16  were  in  independent  practice  : ten  of  these  last  were  engaged  entirely  in 
nursing  homes  and  not  in  domiciliary'  midwifery.  In  addition,  25  other  midwives  practised  here  for  part  of  the 
year  only.  I tie  total  number  notifying  their  intention  to  practise  was  69.  In  supervising  the  work  of  these  mid- 
wives, Dr.  Linford  made  159  routine  and  10  special  visits  of  enquiry.  Two  midwives  surrendered  their  certificates 
during  the  year  and  received  in  compensation  sums  of  /150  and  £261.  10s  respectively  in  accordance  with  the 
Midwives  Act,  1936. 
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Under  section  7 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  midwives  are  required  to  undergo  post  certificate  training  at 
certain  intervals  and  your  Committee  is  responsible  for  the  cost  of  this  training.  Last  year  one  midwife  received 
such  training  as  against  three  in  1937  and  seven  in  1936. 

The  midwives  notified  12  still-births,  four  deaths  of  child,  one  death  of  mother,  23  artificial  feeding, 
11  performing  last  offices,  and  26  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection,  and  they  also  sent  notices  of  having  sum- 
moned medical  help  in  272  instances.  An  analysis  of  the  272  cases  shows  that  35  were  for  the  child,  one  was  for 
both  mother  and  child  and  236  were  for  the  mother.  Of  these  last,  73  were  for  complications  arising  during 
pregnancy  (15  for  miscarriage  or  threatened  miscarriage,  and  58  for  other  causes  during  pregnancy)  ; 136  were 
for  causes  arising  during  labour  (48  of  these  being  for  obstructed  or  delayed  labour,  six  for  abnormal  presentations, 
five  for  haemorrhage,  67  for  ruptured  perineum  and  10  for  other  causes  during  labour)  ; and  27  were  for  causes 
arising  after  labour. 

In  cases  in  which  medical  help  is  sought  by  a midwife  the  Council  is  liable  for  payment  of  the  doctor’s 
fee,  but  is  required  to  recover  the  fee  from  the  patient  unless  the  family  circumstances  are  necessitous.  During 
the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1939,  the  doctor’s  fee  was  paid  by  the  Council  in  140  such  cases.  Full  liability 
was  undertaken  in  44  of  these  ; in  55  the  patient  was  required  to  repay  part  of  the  fee,  and  in  41  to  repay  the  whole 
fee.  The  fees  paid  in  these  140  cases  amounted  to  £242  13s.  The  amount  repaid  by  patients  during  the  year, 
including  arrears  brought  forward,  was  £74  15s.,  so  the  nett  expenditure  under  this  heading  has  been  £167  18s. 
(£144  19s.  3d.). 

Financial  assistance  to  a total  of  £23  was  granted  towards  the  payment  of  home  helps  in  12  cases 
(£5  16s.  in  three  cases  in  1937). 

Ante-Natal  Care. — The  figures  in  the  first  two  columns  of  Table  XIV  show  that  the  district  nurse 
midwives  undertook  the  ante-natal  supervision  in  686  cases,  and  that  each  mother  was  seen  on  the  average  8| 
times.  The  midwives  in  independent  practice  recorded  1,685  ante-natal  visits  to  325  expectant  mothers,  an 
average  of  five  visits  to  each  case.  Dr.  Linford  holds  ante-natal  clinics  at  Newport,  Cowes,  East  Cowes,  Fresh- 
water and  Lake  and  during  the  year  266  expectant  mothers  attended  these  clinics  and  the  total  number  of  their 
attendances  was  1 ,106.  In  the  less  populous  districts,  where  no  ante-natal  clinic  has  been  established,  the  expectant 
mothers  who  have  booked  with  midwives  are  seen  by  arrangement  by  Dr.  Linford  in  the  patient’s  own  home. 
The  number  examined  in  1938,  apart  from  the  clinics,  was  105,  and  the  attendances  totalled  208,  so  in  all  371 
expectant  mothers  were  seen  on  1,314  occasions,  or  an  average  of  3-5  attendances  on  each  case.  This  is  some 
40  per  cent,  of  all  expectant  mothers  in  the  area  because  Ryde  is  a separate  authority  for  this  purpose  and  makes 
its  own  arrangements  for  ante-natal  care. 

Post-Natal  Care. — Weekly  sessions  were  held  at  the  clinic  at  Newport  House  and  later  at  the  County 
Hall.  During  the  year  52  mothers  attended,  their  attendances  numbering  101.  In  other  areas  mothers  are  seen 
post-natally  as  required  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  to  which  they  are  referred  by  the  midwives  or  by  their  own 
doctors. 

Birth  Control. — Arrangements  were  made  for  three  women  to  attend  the  Portsmouth  Women’s  Welfare 
Centre  for  birth  control.  These  are  cases  in  which  further  pregnancies  are  inadvisable  because  of  illness. 

Maternity  Cases  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst. — During  the  year  104  patients  were  admitted 
under  your  Committee’s  scheme,  as  against  92,  78  and  42  in  the  three  preceding  years.  Thirty-five,  or  one-third, 
of  these  patients  were  admitted  because  of  complications  during  pregnancy  or  labour,  and  69  were  classed  as 
normal  cases.  The  35  abnormal  cases  included  such  conditions  as  these  : 12  albuminuria  (one  of  these  admitted 
twice),  one  post-natal  eclampsia,  five  ante-partum  haemorrhage,  two  heart  disease,  two  persistent  vomiting,  three 
diffiicult  labour,  etcetera. 

In  addition  to  these  104  patients  admitted  through  your  Public  Health  Committee,  24  confinement  cases 
were  admitted  during  the  year  through  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  making  a total  of  128  admissions. 
There  were  105  births  in  the  hospital,  of  which  12  were  still-births  and  93  live  births.  Five  infants  died  within 
ten  days  of  birth,  three  of  these  being  premature,  one  convulsions  and  one  atelestasis.  One  mother  died  within 
six  hours  of  admission  to  hospital  from  shock  and  loss  of  blood  (placenta  praevia).  The  average  duration  of  stay 
in  hospital  of  the  confinement  cases  was  17.7  days. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  and  treatment  of  these  patients  is  estimated  to  be  not  less  than  £3  3s.  per  week, 
so  the  total  cost  for  the  year  was  approximately  £828 ; the  fees  received  (financial  year)  amounted  to  £367  8s.  7d., 
including  £44  2s.  from  the  County  Hospital  Contributory  Fund  in  respect  of  ante-natal,  and  in  one  case  post-natal, 
treatment  of  their  voluntary  members,  so  the  net  expense  of  this  service  was  approximately  £460. 

The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  each  year  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  through  your  Public  Health 


Committee  since  this  arrangement  was  started  in 

1927  is 

as  follows  : — 

1927  ... 

3 

1933 

13 

1928  ... 

4 

1934 

22 

1929  ... 

4 

1935 

...  42  (including  21  normal) 

1930  ... 

6 

1936 

...  78  (including  43  normal) 

1931  ... 

4 

1937 

...  92  (including  61  normal) 

1932  ... 

7 

1938 

...  104  (including  69  normal) 

Ante-natal  cases  admitted  for  observation  and  treatment  and  discharged  before  confinement  are  included 
in  these  figures,  and  also  a few  cases  confined  at  home  and  subsequently  admitted  to  hospital. 
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One  unmarried  girl  was  admitted  in  October  for  3 months’  ante-natal  care  to  the  Portsmouth  and  District 
Free  Church  Council’s  Home  and  your  Committee  made  a grant  towards  the  cost  of  her  maintenance. 

Of  three  patients  sent  by  your  Committee  to  the  Harriet  Guy  and  Cowes  War  Memorial  Convalescent 
Home,  at  Gurnard,  two  were  mothers,  one  of  whom  was  admitted  twice  during  the  year.  Their  convalescent 
treatment  covered  altogether  1 1 \ weeks. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Fifteen  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received  during  the  year  compared 
with  10  and  15  respectively  in  the  two  previous  years.  There  were  four  cases  each  in  the  Newport  and  Ryde 
districts,  two  each  in  Cowes,  Ventnor  and  the  Rural  District  and  one  in  Sandown.  One  of  the  cases  in  Newport 
occurred  in  a Nursing  Home  but  the  permanent  place  of  residence  of  the  patient  was  East  Cowes.  This  case  was 
later  transferred  to  the  Fairlee  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  The  other  14  cases  occurred  in  their  own  homes 
and  four  of  these  were  also  transferred  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  These  cases  all  recovered.  The  five 
patients  admitted  to  the  Fairlee  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  remained  there  for  periods  varying  between  12 
and  50  days,  and  averaging  2T4  days  (seven  patients  averaging  17’5  days  each  in  the  previous  year).  The  cost 
to  your  Council  was  £59  16s.  7d.  Three  of  the  patients  were  unable  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  and  the  other 
two  were  required  to  repay  sums  amounting  to  £8  3s.,  so  the  nett  cost  borne  by  the  Council  was  £51  13s.  7d. 
(£54  5s.  4d.) 

Maternal  Deaths. — There  were  two  maternal  deaths  : one  occurring  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  (placenta 
praevia),  and  the  other  at  home  from  shock  and  haemorrhage  following  birth  of  twins.  The  maternal  mortality  rate 
was  therefore  17  per  1,000  total  births. 

» 

Dental  Treatment. — During  the  year  73  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  received  dental  treatment. 
Some  of  these  required  extractions  only,  the  number  of  fresh  applications  for  dentures  during  the  year  being  47. 
Of  these  47,  your  Committee  required  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  the  dentures  in  22,  and  in  the  remaining 
25  the  financial  circumstances  were  such  that  no  contribution  was  required.  Sixty-two  individual  dentures  were 
supplied  and  430  attendances  were  made  by  the  mothers. 


Attention  given  to  mothers  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  schemes  of  the  County  Council 
and  the  Ryde  Borough  Council,  1938. — 


Number  of  mothers  who  received  dental  treatment 
Number  made  dentally  fit 
Number  of  attendances  made  by  mothers 
Number  of  Treatments  : 

(a)  Fillings  in  permanent  teeth 

(b)  Number  of  teeth  extracted 

(c)  Number  of  patients  supplied  with  dentures 

(d)  Number  of  dentures  supplied 


Expectant 

Mothers 

Nursing 

Mothers 

Total 

..  5 

68 

73 

..  5 

48 

53 

..  92 

338 

430 

..  8 

12 

20 

..  149 

381 

530 

..  5 

28 

33 

..  9 

53 

62 

44  sessions  were  held  at  Newport,  12  at  Ryde — 56. 


Health  Visiting. — The  number  of  visits  made  in  each  district  is  shown  in  Table  XIV. 


To  Expectant  Mothers 

To  Infants  under  One. 

Visits  to  Children 
aged  | — 5 

First  Visits 

Total  Visits 

First  Visits 

Total  Visits 

Bembridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ... 

9 

68 

15 

172 

130 

Brading 

8 

82 

13 

62 

95 

Brighstone  ... 

13 

159 

13 

108 

136 

Carisbrooke  ... 

64 

492 

77 

466 

262 

Chale 

9 

138 

9 

248 

122 

Cowes 

90 

464 

95 

483 

507 

East  Cowes  ... 

41 

444 

60 

222 

138 

Freshwater  ... 

36 

309 

28 

469 

493 

Godshill 

19 

193 

23 

103 

78 

Newport  and  Arreton  

120 

1210 

204 

1120 

938 

Niton 

12 

117 

12 

68 

228 

Northwood  ... 

36 

232 

44 

157 

109 

Ryde  District  

90 

622 

205 

1342 

1775 

St.  Helens  ... 

7 

101 

7 

142 

303 

Sandown 

44 

404 

95 

480 

547 

Seaview 

7 

58 

6 

90 

123 

Shanklin 

30 

213 

35 

304 

492 

Ventnor 

20 

254 

20 

180 

332 

Wootton 

18 

197 

23 

302 

277 

Yarmouth 

13 

112 

13 

92 

213 

Total 

686 

5869 

997 

6610 

7298 

Table  XV. — Showing  the  Working  Arrangements  at  the  End  of  the  Year  of  the  Various  Infant  Welfare 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  work  done  at  the  various  infant  welfare  centres  is  shown  in  Table  XV 
from  which  it  is  clear  that  centres  have  been  established  in  all  the  considerable  centres  of  population.  More 
than  half  of  the  infants  in  the  Island  attend  these  centres.  The  Council  makes  financial  grants  towards  the 
expenses  and  Dr.  Linford  attends  ten  of  them.  Grants  of  milk  are  made  by  the  Council  in  necessitous  cases. 
During  the  financial  year  the  cost  of  milk  supplied  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  to  infants  amounted 
to  £239  11s.  9d.  This  provided  2,578  weeks’  supply  to  176  cases.  In  the  previous  year  the  expenditure  was 
£138  10s.  7d.  for  1,564  weeks’  supply  to  134  cases. 

Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics. — Since  April,  1938,  monthly  sessions  have  been  held  at  the  County 
Hospital,  Ryde,  of  the  orthopaedic  clinic,  which  is  attended  by  one  of  the  surgeons  from  the  Lord  Mayor  Treloar 
Cripples’  Hospital  at  Alton.  During  the  year  38  children  under  school  age  have  attended  and  they  have  made 
45  attendances  in  all. 

There  were  in  Alton  Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  two  children  under  school  age  for  whom  your 
Committee  was  responsible.  One  of  these  suffering  from  hip  disease  was  discharged  after  64  weeks’  treatment 
and  the  other  with  cleft  palate  was  discharged  after  36  weeks’  treatment.  Six  children  were  admitted  during  the 
year.  One  (girl)  suffering  from  knock  knee  was  discharged  after  23  weeks’  treatment.  One  (girl)  with  club  foot 
was  discharged  after  16  weeks’  treatment.  One  (boy)  suffering  from  cleft  palate  was  still  in  hospital  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  so  also  were  three  children  (two  boys  and  one  girl)  suffering  from  infantile  paralysis. 

Visual  Defects. — Dr.  Wallace  is  prepared  to  see  at  his  school  eye-clinics  children  under  school  age  who 
have  visual  defect,  and  during  the  year  three  children  attended  for  the  first  time  and  were  supplied  with  spectacles. 

Infant  Life  Protection.— The  changes  in  the  Children  Act  Register  during  the  12  months  ended  31st 
December,  1938,  are  as  follows  : — 


On  Register  1st  January,  1938 

26 

Added  during  the  year  1938 

10 

36 

Removed  during  1938 

17 

To  care  of  relations  ... 

4 

Legally  adopted 

5 

Over  nine  years  of  age 

3 

Left  Island  

5 

On  Register  31st  December,  1938  ...  ...  ...  19 


These  numbers  are  for  the  whole  Island  except  the  Borough  of  Ryde.  During  the  year  123  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  these  children,  33  by  the  Medical  Officers,  90  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


Table  XVI  summarises  some  of  the  work  done  in  the  various  districts  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 


Nursing  Association 

Medical 

Cases 

Surgical 

Cases 

TOTAL 

Midwifery 

Cases 

Maternity 

Cases 

TOTAL 

Bembridge 

59 

3 

62 

3 

5 

8 

Brading 

27 

23 

50 

3 

3 

6 

Brighstone,  Brook,  Mottistone,  and 
Calbourne 

118 

70 

188 

10 

3 

13 

Carisbrooke,  Porchfield,  Chillerton,  and 
Gatcombe 

103 

41 

144 

47 

7 

54 

Chale,  Kingston,  and  Shorwell 

69 

42 

111 

9 

— 

9 

Cowes 

217 

157 

374 

35 

47 

82 

East  Cowes  and  Whippingham  ... 

152 

68 

220 

14 

19 

33 

Freshwater  and  Totland 

155 

110 

265 

18 

14 

32 

Godshill  and  Wroxall 

66 

18 

84 

14 

3 

17 

Newport  and  Arreton 

334 

195 

529 

99 

30 

129 

Niton,  Whitwell,  and  St.  Lawrence 

39 

69 

108 

9 

2 

11 

Northwood  and  Gurnard 

79 

35 

114 

17 

18 

35 

Ryde  

273 

62 

335 

65 

30 

95 

St.  Helens 

73 

42 

115 

5 

2 

7 

Sandown,  Lake  and  Newchurch... 

67 

63 

130 

32 

12 

44 

Seaview  and  Nettlestone  ... 

70 

15 

85 

4 

4 

8 

Shanklin  

200 

26 

226 

27 

2 

29 

Ventnor  and  Bonchurch  ... 

92 

18 

110 

11 

8 

19 

Wootton  Bridge  and  District 

30 

70 

100 

11 

6 

17 

Yarmouth,  Thorley,  Newtown,  and  Shal- 
fleet  

74 

51 

125 

7 

3 

10 

Totals 

2297 

1178 

3475 

440 

218 

658 

23 


METEOROLOGY. 

Mr.  John  Dover,  M.A.,  of  Totland,  and  Dr.  Oliver  Hempson,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Royal 
National  Hospital,  Ventnor,  have  again  kindly  furnished  the  figures  in  Table  XVII  and  the  notes  which  follow 
this  have  been  taken  from  Mr.  Dover’s  very  full  and  valuable  report. 


Month 

Temperature  of  the  Air 

Rainfall 

n Inches 

Hours  of  Sunshine 

Totland 

Maximum 

Ventnor 

Maximum 

Totland 

Minimum 

Ventnor 

Minimum 

Totland 

Average 

Mean 

Ventnor 

Mean 

Totland 

Ventnor 

Totland 

Ventnor 

January 

53-7 

56-0 

32-2 

32-0 

44-3 

44-6 

3-62 

3-80 

49-3 

54-0 

February 

52-0 

56-0 

31-1 

32-0 

41-6 

42-4 

0-63 

1-08 

80-8 

90-0 

March 

63-1 

60-0 

30-0 

32-0 

47-3 

48-2 

0-24 

0-42 

190-4 

185-0 

April 

62-8 

63-0 

29-9 

- 36-0 

46-5 

48-3 

0-00 

0-03 

210-9 

226-0 

May 

66-0 

66-0 

29-8 

38-0 

50-8 

52-4 

1-54 

1-29 

180-6 

205-0 

June 

74-9 

75-0 

43-8 

46-0 

58-0 

59-1 

0-59 

0-38 

240-5 

247-0 

July  

72-2 

77-0 

46-2 

51-0 

59-4 

60-1 

1-98 

1-53 

175-8 

185-0 

August 

83-7 

83-0 

44-9 

49-0 

62-9 

64-5 

1-55 

1-39 

207-7 

208-0 

September 

75-0 

75-0 

43-0 

48-0 

58-9 

59-8 

1-91 

1-92 

161-3 

174-0 

October 

63-9 

63-0 

38-7 

40-0 

53-9 

54-9 

3-68 

4-50 

124-9 

141-0 

November 

60-3 

61-0 

35-0 

39-0 

51-6 

52-1 

4-51 

4-81 

47-1 

52-0 

December 

55-9 
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The  year  1938  was  rather  belowthe  average  as  to  sunshine,  only  31  of  the  270  recognised  stations  in  the 
British  Isles  recording  more  than  1,650  hours  of  bright  sunshine.  The  sunniest  stations  were,  in  order,  Jersey 
(1,851  hours),  Guernsey  (1,846),  Margate  (1,831),  Ventnor  Park  (1,821)  and  Ventnor  Hospital  and  Sandown 
(1,819).  The  brightest  month  at  Totland  was  June  with  240  sunshine  hours  and  the  dullest  month  was  November 

with  only  47  hours. 

The  temperature  rose  at  Totland  to  83-7  Fah.  on  August  1st,  which  was  the  warmest  day  of  the  year,  and 
fell  to  2T4  Fah.  on  20th  December,  the  coldest  day  of  the  year.  The  sea  temperature  was  44  Fah.  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  and  reached  its  lowest  point  (40-8°)  on  the  24th  of  February.  The  sea  usually  reaches  its  coldest 
about  the  middle  of  February.  It  was  up  to  51-3°  on  May  15th.  On  July  14th  it  had  warmed  up  to  60°  and  it 
reached  its  warmest  (65-2°)  on  August  12th.  It  continued  above  62°  up  to  the  end  of  September.  The  latest 
warm  point  (above  56°)  was  registered  on  October  26th  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  sea  was  down  to  its  normal 
temperature  of  43°  Fah.,  having  cooled  eight  degrees  during  December. 

The  atmosphere  was  slightly  damper  than  the  average  year  due  to  the  prevailing  winds  from  the  west, 
south-west,  and  north-west,  but  the  amount  of  rainfall  was  considerably  less  than  usual.  At  Totland  the  rainfall 
measured  23-65  inches,  which  is  5-4  inches  less  than  the  average.  In  1937  it  was  38-57  inches.  The  driest  month 
was  April,  with  no  rain,  and  the  three  concurrent  months,  February,  March  and  April,  supplied  a combined  fall  of 
only  0-97  inches  instead  of  their  average  supply  of  5-87  inches.  The  wettest  month  was  November,  with  4-51 
inches  of  rain.  Springs  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  not  up  to  their  usual  strength  and  had  been  a month  late  in 
autumn  rising.  Newport  was  again  the  wettest  place  on  the  Island,  with  29-35  inches  ; Shanklin  had  28-94. 

The  total  amount  of  wind  for  the  year  was  63,379  miles, which  is  about  average.  The  quietest  month  was 
September,  with  1 ,965  miles,  and  the  windiest  was  December,  with  8,678  miles.  There  were  but  20  gales  during 
the  year,  four  each  in  January  and  October,  and  the  strongest  was  that  of  January  29th,  with  674  miles  of  wind 
from  the  north-west  during  the  24  hours. 

Lightning  was  seen  on  eight  days  and  thunder  heard  on  ten  days. 
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